Deoxyuridine-suppression test and bone marrow culture for the diagnosis of macrocytic refractory anaemias.
Deoxyuridine (dU) suppression test and granulocyte macrophage colony forming unit (CFU-GM) assay were performed, along with morphological analysis, vitamin B12 and folate assays, in 22 cases of macrocytic anaemia corresponding to various types of idiopathic dysmyelopoietic syndromes. The dU suppressive effect was found to be normal in 19 cases, and slightly subnormal in 3 cases. The parallel study of the in vitro bone marrow growth showed, except in cases of primary acquired sideroblastic anaemia, a reduced number of colonies associated with a relative increase of the cluster formation. Consequently, these two parallel functional studies can support a formal diagnosis of potentially preleukaemic myelodysplasia, whatever may be the morphological pattern and even in cases of marked macrocytic anaemias and secondary epiphenomenal folate or vitamin B12 deficiency.